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. - · The Humane Society of the United States

Large ·Animal
Seminar Held .

· The Steel Jaw Trap: A Slow, AgQnizing Death for Millions of Wildlife

Ohio Group Seeks Trap Ban

Great Lakes Regional Director John
W. Inman Jr. is working with a group of
.· Ohio humanitarians determined to get
the steel jaw trap banned in their state.
The group, named the Ohio Commit
tee for Humane Trapping (OCHT), was
formed to educate the public about the
need to pass Ohio House bill 685, a
proposal · to ban the steel .jaw (or
leghold) trap.
The group is co-chaired by Mrs. Dean
Rowland of
Bowling
Green, a
representative of Fund for Animals, and
Col. Rodney L. Cron of Rockbridge, a
member of the · Hocking County
Humane Society.
Rep. Pete Cro.ssland (D-Akron), who· ·
introduced the bill, also met with OCHT
to discuss the future of the'"'proposal.
Trapping is big business in Ohio. The
Ohio Wildlife Div. estimates that more
tha.n 20,000 trappers sold 839,000 pelts
during the 1972-7:3 trapping season,
earning $3.3 million, $1 million more ·
than the previous season. Sixty-three
percent of the pelts sold by Ohio trap-.

pers were muskrat. Another 30% were
ra'cccion, opossum, gray fox, red fox,
mink, beaver, skunk, weasel, and
badger.
Although profits from trapping are
large, most trappers insist that they trap
largely for the "sport" of it. Many of
Ohio's trappers are teenage boys who
set a dozen or so traps to earn winter
spending money '.
HSUS is totally opposed to use of the
steel jaw trap in any situation. "The
steel jaw trap is one of the cruelest
devices invented by man,'' reads the
HSUS Special Report on Trapping, still
available from the HSUS regional office.
"When triggered by an animal's
weight, the heavy steel jaws spring shut
over a paw or a leg with such force that
bones are sometimes broken," the re
port states. "Some leghold traps contain
sharp steel teeth that pierce all the way
through flesh and muscles."
A year ago, the Ohio Wildlife Council
ruled that trappers must check· their
(Continued on page 4)
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The Great Lakes Regional Office and
the Indiana Fed�ration of Humane
Societies conducted a provocative and
informative workshop devoted to prob
lems that threaten the welfare of large
animals on Jurie 8 and 9 in Lafayette,
.
Ind. '
The program was designed to enable
volunteers to adopt a more professional
approach toward solving large animal
problems when confronted with them
in their own communities.
Keynote speaker Billy E. Hooper,
D.V.M., associate dean for a<:ademic af
fairs of Purdue University's School of
Veterinary Science and Medicine, ad
dressed the workshop on the subject,
"The Spectr'um of Our Responsibility."
In his remarks he said, "Not only are
you humane individuals in the sense of
compassion for lower animals, but you
are willing to act on that.compassion by
evaluating the various alternatives, un
derstanding the problems presented,
choosing among those which are most
reasonable, and last, ,but not least, ac
cepting the responsibility to act upon
those particular choices."
Other speakers, selected by· the In
diana Veterinary Medical Assn. through
Vice President. Dr.. Galeri Krill of Bos
well, Ind., included: Dr. Richard
Herschler, Indianapolis; Dr. Dwight
Cochran, Boswell, Ind.; Dr. John Dun
bar, Purdue Extension Service; Dr.
Gerald C. Richardson, Normal, Ill., rep
resenting the U.S. Dept. of Agricult1,1re;
and Dr. Everett Fleming, Indianapolis,
immediate past president of the Central
Indiana. Veterinary Medical Assn.
Dr. Fleming presented the banquet
address .on 'The Humane Society and ·
Your Local Veterinary Medical Assn."
Discussing the unwanted dog and cat
problem, he said:
"We can get along with each other;
we can and we will. And, as leaders, and
understanding this problem (surplus
animals) and that it does exist, we want
(Continued on p·age 4)

Societies i11 Illinois
Revive Federation

Frorrt'the Director's Desk

Our Work E,xpands

· Representatives from Illinois humane
societies have taken steps to revive the
· state Federation of Humane Societies at
organizational meetings held since the
first of the year.

By John W. Inman, Jr.,Director
HSUS Great Lakes Regional Office
the Great Lakes Regional Office· has
been playing an .increasingly important
role i,n the aiding, organizing, and
educating of humanitarians in the tri
state area. With the recent addition of
Michigan to the region, o�r task be·
comes an even more vital one.
It is, therefore, essential that I spend
a lot of time on the road, visiting local
humane societies, meeting with vet
erinarians, and maintaining contact with
city, county, and state government offi
cials. To be more ,exact, my records
show that in the 2½ years since tile
region was formed, .the regional staff
has visited 312 local humane socie_ties,
36 municipal .and st-ate government offi
cials, and made presentations before 17
animal welfare organizations.
Although I. have attended several
meetings of the Michigan Federation of
Humane Societies; it is only recently
that I have begun to make visits to local
' organizations in the state. Last De
cember I addressed' a meeting of the
Saginaw County Humane Sodety and
met with some of the county commis
sioners. In January I c!.ddressed the an
nual meeting of the Shiawassee County
Humane Society at Owosso.
In February I consulted with the Kent
County. commis'sioners, the. Southwest
ern Michigan Veterinary Medical Assn.,
and the _Kent County Humane Society;
all of which are located in. Grand
Rapids. During the March meeting of
the Michigan federation, I participated
in a panel discussion on animal welfare
legislation, along with Dr. Richard
Jones,· animal control officer for Mus
kegon County and secretary-treasurer
of the Michigan Animal Control Officers
Assn.
Dr. Jones told me that the association
will be offering its members courses to
fulfill the 100 houJs' of training now re
quired for' animal control officers by
Michigan law. 1. am hopeful that HSUS
will·be able to assist in this training.
Unfortunately, the long distances in
volved in serving the entire state of
Michigan make it necessary for us to
plan trips considerably i.n. advance. It
would be prohibitively expensive, for
example, for me to travel to the Upper
Peninsula to meet with only one or two
groups. But, hopefully, I will be able. to
meet with local organizations through0
-
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Animal. Alliance Works
To Stem_PetPopulation

Humanitarians from throughout the
state agreed that a unified approach to
animal welfare legislation and humane
education programs would· be advan
tageous.

.

Great Lakes Regional Director John W.
Inman, Jr. (left�talks with Dr. Chades H,
Cole, chief assistant veterinarian .of the
Animal Health Div. of the Michigan
Dept. of Agricultu�e, during a meeting
of the Michigan Federation of Humane
Societies in'Eas'rLansing last year.
out the state between now and the end
of 1975.
I am very pleased with. the success of
our workshops in Indiana and hope that
similar workshops can be held in Il
linois, Ohio, and Michigan in the near
future. They offer an excellent means
for us to help you help yourselves.
I have also been pleased with the
response to our first quadrant meetings.
People are finding out that they can
learn a lot from fellow humanitarians.
While discussing abuses to Tennessee
walking horses during the Southeastern
Ohio meetfng, for instance, it became
apparent that many humanitarians know
little about horses. As a result of the
discussion, Mike Buckles and Nancy
Wildermuth of the Hocking County
Humane Society at Logan and Barbara
Hunzicker of the Fairfield· Humane. So-,
ciety at Lancaster planned a demonstra
tion on horse anatomy, behavior, and
care to present to members of their
societies. They have also ma.de the
presentation · to members of the
Washington County, Athens, Meigs,
Gallia, and Jackson Count'y humane
societies.
Although I hate to conclude on a dis
couraging note, I think I should share
with you the fact that a decrease in
contributions in recent months has
forced HSUS to reduce the regional
staffs of the Great Lakes Region and
seve_ral other regions. We hope that this
situation is only temporary and that
supporters of HSU-5 in the Great Lakes
Region will demonstrate the importance
of our service by contributions to either
the regional or the national program'

At the flrsi: meeting, held in Spring
field,. David R. Bromwell, D.V.M., staff
veterinarian for the Illinois Dept. of Ag
riculture, discussed the new Illinois
Care for Animals Act,.the first effective
law state in the nation for licensing pet

· shops.

Under

the

direction

ot

Dr.

Bromwell, the state has cracked down
on pet shops that have relied on
fraudulent ·or unsatisfactory methods to
sell animals.

The new law would also permit local
humane societies to. nominate inves
tigators 1/Vho would then be trained, ex
amined, certified, and licensed ,by the '
Dept. of Agriculture.
A by-laws committee was appointed,
to be chaired by Stuart Kroesch, chair,
man .of the board of directors of the
Will County Humane Society in Joliet. A
nominating committee will be chaired
by Jerry McGowan, vice president and a
member of the board of directors of the
Peoria Humane Society.
At the second meeting, held in Peoria
in June and chaired by Great Lakes ·Re•
gional Director Joh.n W; lriman, Jr., the
following people were elected to the
board of directors: Lindsay M. Ander
son, Peoria Humane Society; Sid Davis,
Animal Protective League,. Springfield;
Helen Gibson, Alton Area Animal Aid
Assn.; Helen Grotz, Assn. for the Pro
tection of Animals, Granite City; Lynn
Knupp, Humane Care and Protection
Society, Woodriver; Ray Kotz, Illinois
Hooved Animal Humane Society, Bar
rington; Kroesch; J. J. Shaffer, Anti
Cruelty Society of Chicago; Robert
Walbridge, Humane Society of, Decatur
and Macon County; Richard Payne,
South Suburban Humane Society,
Chicago Heights.
These directors then elected the fol
lowing ·officers; Kroesch, president;
Miss Anderson, first vice-president;
Walbridge, second vice-president; Miss
Grotz, secretary and acting treasurer;
Miss,Gibson, assistant secretary.

A Fort Wayne, lnd., coalition has un
dertaken, a unique approach toward
stemming a community's exploding pet
population,
The Alliance for Animals, Irie., was
formed by representatives of seven
animal-oriented organizations for the
sole purpose of reducing the city's cat
and dog population to manageable size.
The alliance's first major project is the
estab.lisbment of a fund to provide fi
nancial assistance· to owners who can
not afford medcal care for their pets.
�ncluded in the fund will be money for
sterilization of pets.
David .E. Thoma, D.V.M., immediate
past president of the Fort Wayne Vet
erinary Medical Assn., and executive di
rector of the alliance, estimated that
only 25% of the owned pets in Fort
Wayne ever see a veterinarian.
Dr. T�omi\ and Great Lakes Regional
Director John W. Inman, Jr., were in
strumental in the formation . of the al
liance. Inman ,is also serving as a
consultant to its.hoard of directors.
One of the alliance's goals is to de
velop an animal welfare education pro
gram in cooperation with. the public
schools to make childrer:_i aware of the
problems of the surplus pet population
and to enlist their assistance.
The alliance also hopes to encourage
legislation at lo.cal and state levels on
behalf of animal welfare.
The new organization will not inter. · . fere with specific programs of member
organizations, but will serve as a coor
dinating influence for the presently
operating programs.

I

Fort Wayne News-Sentinel

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS-These officers of the recently. organized Ft. Wayne, Ind.,
Alliance for Ariimals introduce some special guests at one of their meetings.
Pictured from left to right are: Daniel D. Rodgers, D;V.M., presiderit, with Chip, a
chimpanzee; Earl B. Wells, vice president, director of the Franke Park Chi_ldren's
Zoo with Julie, an Italian. greyhound, and Petunia, a s�unk; and David E. Thoma,
D.V._M,, executive director, with Obadiah, a cat.
The member groups include:
• Allen County Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
• Fort Wayne Cat Fanciers.
• Fort Wayn� Zoological Society.
• Fort Wayne Veterinary Medical Assn.
• Fort Wayne Humane Society.
• Fort Wayne Obedience Club.
• Northeastern Indiana Kennel Club.

HSUS Animal Control Ordinance
I

HSUS has developed a Model
Animal Control Ordinance to assist
municipal governments in improv
ing the effectiveness of their animal
control laws.·
The model ordinance has been
implemented
in
several
com
munities throughout the nation. It
has been incorporated into a pro
posed revision of the Hammond,
Ind., animal control ordinance.
Under. the leadership of Executive
Vice President Marie · Melsh, the
Humane Society of the Calumet
Area convinced city officials to
adopt the ordinance as the basis for

,

the proposed revision. HSUS sa
lutes the society for its work in ob
taining this achievement.
A free copy of the ordinance is
available. from HSUS · headquarters,
1604 K St., N.W., Washington, D.C.
20006.
HSUS Great Lakes Regional Direc, tor John W. Inman, Jr., is available
for personal assistance to any local
humane society or government in
terested in improving any aspect of
its animal control program. His of
fice is at 927 S. Harrison St., Fort
Wayne, Ind. 46802 (219-743�6242).

Two Ohio Societies
Improve Shelters
The Great Lakes regional director has
assisted two Ohio humane societies in
improving and organizing their animal
shelters during the past year.
Regional Director John W. Inman, Jr.,
·· has beE!n \J\'.Orking with. the Meigs
County. Humane Society in Pomeroy to
improve the county dog pound, which
Inman found badly in need of repair.
He urged the society,to seek assistance
from the county government in order to
meet HSUS standards.
Inman . said the county pound, located
on the county fairgrounds, "has the po
tential of becoming a good animal shel
ter."
Early this year Inman met with the
Gallia County Humane Society in Gal
lipolis to assist in the reorganization of
that society.
"Young societies are so ambitious
that they tel')d to take on more than
they can handle," he said. "HSUS is
eager to help societies set realistic goals
and efficient means of obtaining them."
The group, with lnman's assistance;
form,ed by-laws and nominating com
mittees to improve organizational struc
ture.

Regional Briefs
After the Storm
Xenia, Ohio, nearly drowned in its
sleep when a violent April tornado rip�
ped through that town washing out
horties and, more o·ften than not, what
ever was iri or around them.
Still, the Montgomery County Hu
mane Society, based in Dayton, was
. able to resjue hundreds of ani_mals
from the storm's debris. Executive Di
rector Fred Stroop dispatched 2 rescue
vehicles and 11 personnel to the scene
of the disaster. They rescued 155 dogs,
16 cats, 9 rabbits, 16 wild birds, 1
parakeet, 1 monkey, and 3 hamsters.
Twenty of the dogs were taken to
veterinarians for medical care and to
date 59 oth ers have been returned to
owners. Three loads . of dog food
�ere delivered to the storm victims and
more was on the way. The Humane So
ciety of the United States salutes the
Montgomery County Humane Society
for its valiant response to this disaster.

. thefr

Low-Cost Neutering
The O hi.o Veterinary Medical Assn.
has announced that low-cost neutering
of pets will be available _in most Ohio
cities within the next 3 months.
David Dtenan, D.V.M., president of
The HSUS Great lakes Region
serves Illinois, Indiana, Michigan ,
and Ohio. Req u ests for assistance
or info rmation should be add res- ·
sed to John W. I nman, Jr., Great
lakes regional director, 927 S .
Harrison S t . , Ft. Wayne, I N 46802
(219-743-6242) .
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the· association, announced that vet
erinarians have agreed to provide neu
tering for a $20 contribution to the Ohio
Animal Health Fdn. The money will go
tow,ard researchin g non�s urgical birth
.control method� for dogs and cats.
LoCa( Veterinary associations will work
with community humane societies and
public health facilities in setting up the
neuterin g, Dr. Drenan said._ The serv�
ice wil l be offered primarily to the poor.

A Fashion First
The government class of Douglas
MacArthur High School in Saginaw,
Mich., has discovered a unique way of
educating the public on the serious
problem of the surplus -pet population
�a fashion show.
At a locat shopping mall, the class not
orily mod_eled clothes but showed dogs
and cats that were available for adop
tion from the Saginaw County Humane
Society's a"'imal sl-telter. A narrator ex
plained to the audience the problems
that are caused by surplus breeding.
As a result of this _effort, many of the
animals found homes.
HSUS salutes the government class of
Douglas MacArthur High School, its
teacher, Robert · Fitzgerald, and the
Saginaw County Humane Society,.

Trapping Contin ued

traps at least once every 30 hours. Al
though humanitarians saw this move as
a positive one, they point out that 30
hours is still a long time for any creature
to endure pain.
" Our goal is to completely ban the
ste_el jaw trap," Inman said. "Neither
HSUS nor the Ohio Committee for
Humane Trapping will rest until that
goal is realized."

.

The Humane Society
of the United States

Great Lakes Regional Office

927 $. Harrison .St. · ·
Fort Wayne, IN 46802

Jhis is You r Region

The HSUS Great Lakes Regional Of
fice has two. primary objectives: (a) to
assist jndividu al h umanitarians and local
· animal welfare groups in the four�stati
region as they work to prevent cruelty
to animals and (b) to implement na
tional HSUS programs in the region.
. The staff of your regional office is
eager to serve you and other Great
Lakes Regfon humanitarians whenever
and wherever they can. But this service
can continue only if humanitarians i n
the region provide the financial support
necessary to · pay salaries, travel ex
penses, and costs of office support.
I invite you fo use the enclosed return
envelope to make a contribution to this
most important imdertaking:
·

John A. Hoyt, President
The H umane Society
of the U n ited States

--.,..----

Workshop Continued
to do_ something about it, because we
love animals. We all love animals very
much. We really like them. And· we
want to see something done about it.
The . idea of putting animals to sleep in
the millions is just sickening to think
about. It really is ! "
Great . Lakes Regional Director John
W. Inman, Jr., served as general Chair-(
man of the workshop. Addressing the 80 .
individuals representing 24 communities
and 19 local humane societies from In
diana, Illinois, and Ohio, he cited the
recent National Conference on the
Ecology of Surplus Dogs and Cats held
in Chicago as an example of construes
tive cooperation between the vet
erinarians and ·humane groups. The
American Veterinary Medical Assn. and
HSUS were among the sponsors of that
conference.
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